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rations were required at the goal of the Maumee
Rapids, and yet after two months of heartbreak-
ing endeavor not a pound of provisions had been
carried within fifty miles of this place. Wagons
and pack-trains floundered in the naud and were
abandoned. The rivers froze and thwarted the
"use of flotillas of scows. Winter closed down, and
the American army was forlornly mired and block-
. aded along two hundred miles of front. The troops
at Fort Defiance ate roots and bark. Typhus
broke out among them, and they died like flies. For
the failure to supply the army, the War Depart-
ment was largely responsible, and Secretary Eus-
tis very properly resigned in December. This re-
moved one glaring incompetent from the list but it
failed to improve Harrison's situation.

It was not until the severe frosts of January,
1813, fettered the swamps that Harrison was able
to extricate his troops and forward supplies to the
shore of Lake Erie for an offensive against Am-
herstburg. First in motion was the left wing of
thirteen hundred Kentucky militia and regulars
under General Winchester. This officer was an
elderly planter who, like Hull, had worn a uniform
in the Revolution. He had no great aptitude for
war and was held in low esteem by the Kentuckians